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[Laughter] And so the whole story was about
how much fun we were all having.

I hope that it will also be reported that
at this meeting we took a strong stand for
freedom and human rights in East Timor,
and we are going in there, together with our
friends from Australia and others in this re-
gion, to try to protect the integrity of the
referendum for democracy and independ-
ence, and save lives. And I thank New Zea-
land for its leadership in this cause.

We also stood for the proposition that we
can best lift the world’s fortune by having
more free and fair trade. And that, too, was
profoundly important.

We celebrated today our partnership in
Antarctic and talked about the importance
of Antarctica to our whole future. I have
mentioned often that, as all of you know
probably, when the new millennium dawns,
it will dawn first on New Zealand. I will be
proud to cross that bridge into the 21st cen-
tury with you, knowing that we will be part-
ners for peace and prosperity and a more
decent and humane future for all our chil-
dren. And I thank you for that partnership.

I’d like to ask all of you to join me in a
toast to the Prime Minister, to her wonderful
husband, to her government, and to the peo-
ple of New Zealand.

[At this point, the President offered a toast.]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:56 p.m. in a hang-
ar at the Wigram Air Museum. In his remarks,
the President referred to Prime Minister Shipley’s
husband, Burton. The transcript made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the Prime Minister. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on House Action on
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
September 15, 1999

I am heartened that the House of Rep-
resentatives rejected the politics of business
as usual by passing real, bipartisan campaign
finance reform. Passage of the Shays-Mee-
han campaign finance reform legislation is

a victory for the American people. Now I
urge the Senate Republican leadership to let
a majority rule by allowing the Senate to take
an up-or-down vote on this historic legisla-
tion. The time has come for Congress to re-
deem the public’s faith in the health of our
democracy.

Statement on United Nations
Security Council Action on
East Timor
September 15, 1999

Late last night the U.N. Security Council
unanimously approved Resolution 1264,
which authorizes a multinational force to re-
store stability in East Timor, at the invitation
of the Indonesian Government. Now we
must move with purpose and dispatch to pro-
tect the innocent people whose lives are still
threatened by those seeking to overturn the
results of a fair vote. I welcome the passage
of Resolution 1264 and look forward to work-
ing with the Government of Australia and
others in the international community to put
together an effective force. I have just been
briefed by Admiral Blair of CINCPAC on
our close cooperation with Australia, and I
hope the force can deploy in a matter of days.
The United States is prepared to contribute
to this operation, and we are discussing with
our Australian allies and the Congress an ap-
propriate U.S. role.

Remarks on Hurricane Floyd in
Honolulu, Hawaii
September 15, 1999

Good morning. Let me first say it’s good
to be back on American soil after a very good
week at the APEC conference in New Zea-
land. I’m especially anxious to get back to
Washington to help to deal with the prob-
lems caused by Hurricane Floyd.

I have just had telephone calls with our
FEMA Director, James Lee Witt, who has
been giving me regular updates. And as you
know, the storm currently, in its rain form,
is battering Georgia, Florida, North and
South Carolina, and is targeting the entire
Northeast.


